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Introduction 
 Oral history always gives a closer and more vivid 

view of  people´s lives at a time. By listening to 
anonymous people we can learn what they 
thought, what they did and what they would 
have wanted to do. These oral records allow us 
to know the little things that, in general, History 
forgets. Someone´s life can be the door that 
leads us into the understanding of the society in 
which he/she lived. 

Our research consisted, then, in conducting an 
interview to Spanish families first and afterwards 
to other European families to learn what their lives 
were like 25 years ago when they were the age 
their children are now.  

Objectives 
-To approach the methodology of historians so that 
the students could elaborate History from the 
information obtained in the interviews. 
- To interpret people´s lives in the context in which 
the narrated events took place. 
- To raise hypotheses and be critical in the analysis 
of what the interviewees said. 
- To encourage families to talk to their children 
about what their life was like when they were as 
old as they are now. 
- To make an exhibition in Spain with all the 
material provided, especially photographic 
documentation. 
-To preserve the collective memory. 
-To have a European view of that time by surveying 
families from our partners in the project: Greece, 
Italy and Germany. 
-To analyze and present the results obtained in the 
European survey. 

 
 

 

Results of the transnational 
survey 

As regards the transnational conclusions of the project. 
We can stand out that the survey shows the answers 
of 7 different European nationalities. Some of the 
most relevant social outcomes are: more than 50% of 
the interviewee think that society has changed a lot 
and that children and parents share more things 
today. Sharing time with their friends was their 
favorite spare time activity. Only 48% of our parents´ 
mothers work. 

Concerning to political affairs, the conclusions are the 
following: 61% were worried about the Gulf War.  

Conservative politicians such Margaret Thatcher and 
George Bush and their policies are highly rated. 
Almost 75% of the interviewee think that the fall of 
the wall meant more freedom. To finish, integration 
policies have been successfully applied.   

Conclusion 
 

By doing this project the students involved have become 
familiar with the historical methods. Somehow, they 
have been participants in the construction of  a 
common period of history and their parents have been 
protagonists of that time when they shared their 
memories and experiences with their children. In 
Spain, the students´ parents felt their own lives 
highlighted, when they saw their anecdotes and 
memories appearing in an exhibition held to celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of our school. By comparison, the 
experiences and comments told by immigrant families 
from countries like Rumania and Morocco aroused 
great interest among the Spanish families. 

From a social point of view, European society was very  
alike 25 years ago. We as European have grown hand 
in hand. 

Researchin for the Future 

 

Methods/procedures 
In the first place, the students set a questionnaire to their 
relatives with the following sections : 
- Personal information: Name, Age, Place of birth 
- Most significant political and social events in the 80´s and 
90´s from their own perspective. 
-Most important personal events and memories in their 
lives about 25-30 years ago. 
Analysis of the results and presentation of the conclusions 
in an exhibition in Spain. 
Then, we shared the survey with our European partners to 
have a wider scope of life in Europe 25 years ago. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graphics of the survey 


