
Introduction 
Every year Gymnasium Frechen 
invites students from primary schools 
for some researching workshops. 
Students and teachers from our 
school as well as experts from 
researching institutes conduct the 
workshops. 
The workshop presented here is 
“Make music with the iPad”. 

Objectives 
•  How does the digitalisation change 

the way that people make music? 
•  How can you make music with a 

tablet / the iPad? 
•  How does it work and feel to play in 

an iPad-Band? Is this the future of 
making music? 

Methods / procedures 
Using books and sources from the 
WorldWideWeb the primary school 
students found out about how people 
made music in earlier times. Then they 
got to know how making and 
creating / composing music with the 
iPad works and focussed attention on 
the differences. Finally they made the 
experience themselves how it feels to 
play in an iPad-Band. 

Conclusion 
We found out that the way people 
make music is about to change. Of 
course there are still people practising 
and playing real instruments, but the 
opportunity to play nearly every 
instrument digitally (and without a lot 
of practice needed) will probably 
change the way that people make 
music. 
Playing in an iPad-Band was really a 
great experience. Still you have to 
play together and communicate with 
each other, but you can immediately 
change your instrument or sound if 
you like and you can directly record 
everything and edit the recording 
afterwards. That makes it faster and 
versatile. 

Resources 
http://www.beethoven-schule.de/musik-frueher-und-heute/ 

https://www.klangfarben-jonsdorf.de/bilder-videos/historie/ 

https://www.openmusicschool.de/homerecording/musik-
machen-mit-ipad-und-konsorten-teil-1/ 

https://www.macwelt.de/ratgeber/Das-iPad-als-Profi-
Musikstudio-8866022.html 

http://blog.appmusik.de/neues-gorillaz-album-auf-dem-ipad-
produziert/ 

Researching for the Future 

Results 
In earlier times making music was something very 
expensive, both in time (to practice your 
instrument) and money (to buy the instrument). 
Even recording music took much more time and 
effort as there was no chance to change a 
recording afterwards. 
With the MIDI-technique this changed and by now 
you can produce a full music album without any 
real instrument, as the sounds that are available are 
really close to real sounds or are even real sounds 
that have been recorded and then transformed, so 
that you can use them with MIDI-devices. 

Making music with an iPad is quite simple as you 
don‘t really have to be able to play the instruments. 
As you can see in the picture, iPad provides very 
simple forms of playing the guitar and the usual 
chords for a specific key. 


